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5015.1
The following policy is applicable to all meetings of the Spalding Community Services District (“District”) subject to the open meeting requirements of the Brown Act.  The District desires to provide guidelines whereby a member or members of the District board of directors may participate in the proceedings of a meeting using electronic communications devices for teleconferencing.  This policy will apply to all board members hereafter seeking to participate in meetings via teleconference.

5015.2
District Policy  A member of the District board of directors may participate in a District meeting via teleconferencing in accordance with State law, at his or her own discretion.  When such participation by a director or directors would result in a violation of the State open meeting laws, the District General Manager is authorized with the sole responsibility of equitably determining which director or directors may participate via teleconference to ensure conformance with State law.  Board Members will be allowed to participate in a maximum of three teleconferencing meetings per calendar year.  Such meetings shall not be more than two consecutive.  Any vote taken on budgetary matters that require a four-fifth’s vote shall require all attending members to make up that requirement (four present voting positive).  If the Chairperson is the one involved in teleconferencing, the Vice-Chair will chair the meeting.  If both the Chair and Vice-Chair and involved in teleconferencing, the Board will appoint an Acting Chairperson for the meeting.
5015.3
State Law  
A. California Government Code, section 54953 provides that in connection with a meeting, “the legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing for the beneﬁt of the public and the legislative body.”  The Code requires that:
1.  A quorum of the members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the agency’s jurisdiction.
2.  Agendas shall be posted identifying all locations where members of the legislative body will be present during the meeting, and posted as required by law at all such locations.
3.  All such locations shall be accessible to the public, and the public shall be given an opportunity to address the legislative body directly at all such locations.
4.  All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by roll call.
B. The requirement in the Code for public accessibility at all locations is interpreted to mean that all locations must be fully accessible to handicapped persons, and that a speakerphone or similar amplification device be used so that members of the public can hear both sides of telephonic conversations.

5015.4
Agendas  A director wishing to arrange for teleconferencing in connection with a meeting shall submit his or her request to the General Manager at least one week prior to the date in question, such that posting of the agenda, including at all locations where members will participate in the meeting via teleconference, can be accomplished in accordance with the requirements of state law.  Posting of the meeting, proof of posting, providing the address for the location to the District’s General Manager and arrangements for teleconferencing shall be the responsibility of the director wishing to teleconference.  
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