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County of Lassen, State of California

Civil Grand Jury

Foreperson:

Foreperson Pro Tempore:

Secretary:
Financial Officer:

Sergeant at Arms:

June 30, 2026

The Honorable Mark R. Nareau

Presiding Judge, Superior Court, County of Lassen
2610 Riverside Drive Susanville, California 96130

Re: Report of the Lassen County Civil Grand Jury

Dear Judge Nareau:

Greg Sella

Leighton Ratkey

Matthew Denney
Sharon Howard

Steven Anderson

On behalf of the 2025-26 Grand Jury, I am writing to express our sincere gratitude for your

continued support, guidance, and leadership throughout our term.

Your legal expertise and the open lines of communication you maintained with our panet
were invaluable to our investigations and inquiries.

We are deeply appreciative of the resources and assistance provided by the Court staff,
which allowed us to conduct our duties effectively and thoroughly.

Serving as the Foreperson of this Grand Jury along with having the privilege to work with

such an incredible and talented group of fellow Grand Jurors has been an absolute

pleasure. Thank you for your commitment to upholding justice and for providing the

environment necessary for this panel to successfully serve our community.

On behalf of the members of the 2025-2026 Lassen County Grand Jury I respectively
submit this final report to you for publication and distribution to all appropriate agencies

and individuals.

Sincerely:

an Seela
Greg Sella

Foreperson, Lassen County Civil Grand Jury
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AN OVERVIEW OF THE GRAND JURY

The primary role of the grand jury is for a group of ordinary citizens to investigate local
government agencies and ensure that they are performing properly and ethically. The grand
jury:

Is an independent body of 19 people, appointed by the court.

Can work as full body committee or by using individual committees.

Operates with a court-appointed foreperson that facilitates the activities of the jury and

acts as its spokesperson.

Grand jurors serve voluntarily for one year.

The California Grand Jury Association describes the duties of the grand jury as:

In California, the grand jury system consists of 58 separate grand juries-one in each county-

that are convened on an annual basis by the Superior Court to carry out three functions:

Investigating and reporting on the operations of local government (which is known as the

"watchdog "function a civil, rather than criminal function),
Issuing criminal indictments to require defendants to go to trial on felony charges, and

Investigating allegations of a public official's corrupt or willful misconduct in office, and

when warranted, filing an "accusation" against that official to remove him or her from

office. The accusation process is considered to be "quasi-criminal" in nature.

With regard to its watchdog authority, the grand jury is well suited to the effective

investigation of local governments because it is an independent body, operationally
separate from the entities and officials it investigates. It conducts its investigations under

the auspices of the Superior Court and has broad access to public officials, employees,
records and information.

As a truly independent body, each grand jury is free to choose which local governmental

entities or public officials to investigate. With very limited exceptions, no one outside the

grand jury can direct it to conduct an investigation. Ideas for investigations generally come

by way of three avenues:

Citizen complaints

Matters raised by the members of the grand jury
Referrals from the preceding grand jury

At the end of the grand jury's term, a final report is prepared with recommendations and sent

to elected officials, governing bodies, and other individuals for response within ninety days.

Copies of the full report are distributed to public officials, libraries, and the news media.
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Qualifications for Grand Jury Service

Penal Code section 893 states that a person is qualified to be a civil grand juror if he or she:

Is a citizen of the United States,

Is at least 18 years old,
Has been a resident of the county for at least one year immediately prior to selection,
Possesses ordinary intelligence, sound judgment, and good character, and
Possesses a sufficient knowledge of the English language to communicate both orally and
in writing.

Visit Grand Jury I Superior Court of California I County of Lassen or Civil Grand Juries - Civil

Grand Jurors' Association for more information.



HOW TO FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE GRAND JURY

You may submit a complaint to the grand jury by completing the County of Lassen Grand

Jury Complaint Form. Complaint form can be found at:

https://www.lassen.courts.ca.gov/system/files/grand-jury/grand jury complaint form.pdf

You are encouraged to attach additional information or documents that contribute to your
concern.

After filling out the form, print the document, sign it attesting to the information, and mail to

the address noted on the form. You may also turn in the form to the court. If brought to the

court for delivery to the grand jury, the form must be in a sealed envelope.

All complaints submitted to the grand jury are treated confidentially.

Visit Grand Jury I Superior Court of California ( County of Lassen for more information.








































